CHAPTER IV
THE SYSTEM OF SECRET ALLIANCES, 1907-1914:
TRIPLE ALLIANCE AND TRIPLE ENTENTE IN
OPPOSITION
BETWEEN the years 1907 and 1914 there was an increas-
ing crystallization of opposition between the two groups
into which the six Great Powers of Europe had now become
divided. During the first four years it developed slowly;
then, with the French occupation of Fez, the German threat
at Agadir, the Italian seizure of Tripoli, Anglo-German
naval rivalry, the failure of the Haldane Mission, and the
Balkan Wars, it proceeded more rapidly. It was reflected
in Morocco, Mesopotamia, the Balkans, and in ma,ny other
matters, ranging all the way from European armaments to
Chinese loans. In the case of the Balkans, it was so funda-
mental and so closely bound up with the immediate causes
of the World War, that a separate chapter on "Balkan
Problems," following the present one, will be devoted to
some aspects of it in that troubled region. But to give a
full account of this crystallizing opposition in all its com-
plicated and disputed phases would go far beyond the
limits of this volume. Fortunately, it has been excellently
summed up by others.1 No attempt therefore is here made
iBernadotte E. Schmitt, "Triple Alliance and Triple Entente, 1902-
1914" in Amer. Hist. Rev., XXIX, 449-473 (April, 1924); G. P. Gooch,
History of Modern Europe, 1878-1918 (New York, 1923), chs. xi-xvi;
E. Brandenburg, Von Bismarck zum Weltkriege (Berlin, 1924), ciis. xi-xvii,
of which the second edition (1926) is now available in an English trans-
lation; G. L. Dickinson, The International Anarchy, 1904-1914 (London,
1926); and many others. Professor C. R. Beazley also is said to be
preparing a considerable work on the diplomatic situation, preceding the
War.
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